For Immediate Release:



[image: image1.jpg]IR

>
==
==

B




Plum Blossoms (International) Ltd.

G6, 1 Hollywood Rd, Central, HK

Tel: (852) 2521 2189 / Fax: (852) 2868 4398

Email: info@plumblossoms.com

www.plumblossoms.com
Monday – Saturday / 10:30am – 7:00pm

Closed on Sundays & Public Holidays

Event


:
"Sing the Praises of Life"

      

 
- Recent ink paintings by Zeng Shanqing
Venue


: 
Plum Blossoms Gallery

G6, 1 Hollywood Road, Central, H.K.
Opening Reception
:
 1 April 2010 (Thursday)




 

 6:00 -8: 30pm 

Exhibition Duration
:
1 -12 April 2010
One of the leading contemporary Chinese artists, the New York-based ink master Zeng Shanqing is returning to Hong Kong after 13 years of absence for his solo exhibition “Sing the Praises of Life” at Plum Blossoms Gallery. The exhibition will feature Zeng’s recent works of his critically acclaimed and long-established subject matters – horses and the representations of life on the Tibetan plateau. The show will run from 1st to 12th of April 2010. 

Born in 1932 in Beijing, Zeng Shanqing showed great promise as a young artist. He graduated from the elite Central Art Academy in 1950, where he studied with the famous 20th century Chinese painting master Xu Beihong(1895-1953). 

Under Xu’s guidance, Zeng had the benefit of a strict, regimented traditional training in art while sharing with his mentor the vision of combining classical Chinese ink and brush techniques with Western realism. Unfortunately, Zeng’s coming of age coincided with the empowerment of the Communist Party in China, and he became part of the ill-fated generation of intellectuals that was to suffer under the depredations of Maoist excesses during the Cultural Revolution. Zeng was sent to the countryside for ten years of hard labour, alongside the denunciation and destruction of his paintings. 

Later, with his teaching position reinstated, Zeng Shanqing moved to New York in 1985. In this capital of modern art movement, he and artist wife Yang Yanping finally fulfilled their lifelong dreams of gaining first-hand exposure in the development of Western art. The paintings from this stage of his career reflect the vitality and resilience that the artist possesses. His energetic depictions of horses and the ethnic lifestyle of the Tibetan inhabitants are the embodiment of his undaunted spirit and love for all that is bright and uplifting in life, reflecting a personal triumph over the unimaginable hardship he endured in the early part of his artistic career.

Zeng Shanqing’s work has been collected in many important museums and institutions around the world, including The British Museum, The Ashmolean Museum of Oxford University and Asian Art Museum of San Francisco.  Zeng Shanqing will be present at the exhibition opening reception on 1st April 2010. For further information or to arrange an interview with the artist, please contact Khadinn Khan or Lydia Chan at 2521 2189, or email: khadinn@plumblossoms.com / lydia@plumblossoms.com. 

Attachment: Zeng Shanqing (B.1932). “Control”. Ink and color on paper. 96.5 x 159 cm. 2009. 
